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	December 13, 2007

House Education Committee Makes the Costing-Out Study Count

In a unanimous vote yesterday, the House Education Committee voted House Resolution 460, the proposal to create a 41-member Joint Legislative Commission on Public School Finance, out of committee and on to the floor of the General Assembly. The committee’s stamp of approval solidifies the importance of the costing-out study and validates what we’ve been saying: That the study is a necessary tool for shaping the debate on public education reform in Pennsylvania and crafting a sustainable solution. 

You made your voices count 
We alerted you to the introduction of HR 460 by State Representatives John Siptroth and Beverly Mackereth in October. Since that time, our legislators have been flooded with your calls, emails, postcards and visits. The unanimous vote in favor of HR 460 tells us that our voices have been heard and our efforts have been successful. Be sure to thank members of the Education Committee, especially co-chairs Rep. James Roebuck and Rep. Jess Stairs, for their support during this session.

Our efforts continue 
Despite the win in the House Education Committee, we have only reached mile-marker #1 on the road toward systemic school funding reform. Now, we must continue moving forward on that road. We are anticipating several exciting next steps – including the introduction of HR 460 in the General Assembly in January – and we will keep you informed as they unfold in the new year. 

In the spirit of the season… 
At the end of the Education Committee’s session yesterday, Rep. Roebuck offered some concluding words to his colleagues and the audience. “I consider our vote here today to be a beginning step,” he said, “not a concluding step, in our quest to study how we fund public education in Pennsylvania.” 

So, as we share the holiday season with family and friends and make resolutions for the New Year, we hope you find inspiration in our work and in Rep. Roebuck’s words. Let us celebrate that our diligent work this year to achieve education funding reform was a strong beginning step, while we resolve to make 2008 the year that we strengthen our advocacy efforts in pursuit of our goals. 

Good Schools Pennsylvania is a statewide network of citizens who are informed and mobilized in support of public education. We believe that we can improve our schools when we join together in calling for adequate funds that are equitably distributed, proven educational practices to meet a standard of excellence, and effective accountability measures. We invite you to become part of the movement for educational justice in Pennsylvania! 

	[image: image2.png]




	Good Schools Pennsylvania | www.goodschoolspa.org | info@goodschoolspa.org
6757 Greene Street, Suite 310 | Philadelphia, PA 19119-3508 | (866) 720-4086


