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New school funding formula counts every kid; makes every kid count!

“I do not think there is any other quality so essential to success of any kind as the quality of perseverance.” 
                                       -- John D. Rockefeller 

Success, indeed. 
Years and months of advocacy efforts and hard work have paid off. We are happy to report that the General Assembly today finalized the state budget and in it, authorized $275 million in additional funding for education that will be distributed by a new school funding formula that begins to address the inequities experienced by students and communities. 

The new formula is based on the costing-out study that we advocated for in 2006, and has a transparency and effectiveness that Pennsylvania has never seen before. The legislation also pledges to meet state funding targets by 2013. If Pennsylvania sticks with this approach, we will truly have done something significant to support students, reduce pressure on property taxes and strengthen communities. 

Securing this new school funding formula for the upcoming year could not have happened without, as Rockefeller noted above, the perseverance of citizens throughout the state. Your tireless work – from championing the costing-out study, to advocating for a new school funding formula to be crafted from its results, to visiting your legislators and local newspapers, to documenting the impact of underfunding through photos and video, to joining us on the steps of the Capitol rotunda to drive our point home that too many students don’t have an opportunity to receive a quality education – has ushered in historic reform for Pennsylvania. The seeds of change have surely been sown and you are the stewards who tended it. 

Take action. 
This is a new beginning for education in Pennsylvania – the start of a roadmap that will put students, schools and communities on a path to prosperity and educational excellence. Be sure to thank your legislators and Governor Rendell for taking this important step and let them know that you look forward to working with them to sustain this progress. 

Stay tuned. 
Join us in pledging to continue working to strengthen Pennsylvania's system of education finance and public education. There are still areas in need of improvement, and we will have to work hard to make sure Pennsylvania stays on this path. But we've shown that by harnessing our efforts, we can achieve significant reform. 

Good Schools Pennsylvania is a statewide network of citizens who are informed and mobilized in support of public education. We believe that we can improve our schools when we join together in calling for adequate funds that are equitably distributed, proven educational practices to meet a standard of excellence, and effective accountability measures. We invite you to become part of the movement for educational justice in Pennsylvania!
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